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 Easter Bunny 



Event                            Time                           Date                                       Venue       

The WI 7.30pm 3rd Tuesday  of every month   Hall 

Puppy Classes 7.00pm - 9.00pm         Mondays Hall 

Brownies 6.00pm During term time on Thursdays Hall 

Weight Watchers 6.30pm Every Thursday Hall 

Busy Bees 9.30am Every Wednesday during term time Hall 

Carpet Bowls 8.00pm On Wednesdays (Not in the Summer) Hall 

Karate 
 

7.30pm 
6.30pm 

Every Friday 
Every Tuesday 

Hall 

Pilates 9.30am Every Friday Hall 

Dance Classes 2pm Mondays Hall 

Holy Communion 2.30pm 3rd Tuesday of month at Wickfield  Close ? 

Sequence Dance 2.00pm Fridays Hall 

Pram Service 2.00pm 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month                           Church 

February = March   Events & Ongoing Events  

Event  Time Date Venue 

Council Meeting 7.30pm 12th February Hall 

Family Service 11.15 am  2nd Sunday Church 

Farmers Market 9.00 to 12.00 24th February Hall 

Herts Family History Society 10.00 to 4.00 1st March Hall 

Council Meeting 7.30 pm 11th March Hall 

Farmers Market 9.00 to 12.00 23rd March Hall 

Herts Family History Society  10.00 to 4.00 29th March Hall 

    

    

    



WOOLMER GREEN VILLAGE NEWS  

 

This Newsletter is produced bi-monthly. 
 
New subscribers please complete details below and drop off at your 
nearest drop point, please do not enclose cash as this will be collected on 
delivery of the newsletter.    
 

I would like to receive a Newsletter regularly  @ £2.00 per year 
 
Nameéééééééééééééééééééé... 
Addresséééééééééééééééééé.. Tel: éééé é  
Drop Points:  3 New Court; 4 Carvers Croft; 10 Twin Foxes;  Wickfield 
Close Office;   Spar shop at the garage 
 
Closing date for info for next newsletter: 25th March 2008                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

Councillorsô Surgeries in Woolmer Green 
 

Your Borough Councillors, Julie Cragg and Steve Markiewicz, 
hold a ósurgeryô on the first Saturday of each month in Wool-
mer Green. For a number of years this has been held in the 
hall at the Wickfield Close sheltered housing but your Parish 
Council has asked the Borough Council to change this so as 
to make it more accessible to more people.  
 
From 2nd February, the surgeries will be held at the Village 
Hall from 10am to 11am and there will be one or two Parish 
Councillors present as well as the Borough Councillors. This 
should improve the flow of information to everyone so please 
come along and talk. There is nothing worse than giving up 
oneôs time only to find that you have to talk to yourself, how-
ever exciting that may be! 
 





News from St Michaelôs Pre-school 

 

St Michaelõs school, London Road, Woolmer Green ð tel: 07905 

478520  

 

Happy New Year from all the staff at St Michaelõs Pre-school. 

 

We are delighted to welcome Becky Cunningham to the staff.  Becky 

(a mum of two children) will be joining us as an assistant, initially for 

the Friday session, increasing to three sessions for the summer term.  

 

Our topic this half term is ôStoriesõ.  We will be looking at stories that 

inspire our imagination (Our Big Blue Sofa), rhyming stories (A Squash 

and a Squeeze), stories that we can put our own sound effects to 

(Whatever Next),õ snowyõ stories (Cuddley Duddley) and stories all 

about bears (Going on a Bear Hunt).  During the last week of half 

term, we will be celebrating Chinese New Year; the Year of the Rat.  

The children will be making a large dragon and using it to dance to 

special music. 

 

The Pre-school nativity last term, òHappy Birthday Jesusó was magical.  

The children had great fun and they all performed beautifully.  It was 

wonderful to see so many parents, grandparents and carers watching 

the performance and joining us in the Pre -school afterwards for tea 

and cakes.  The term ended with a lovely Christmas party for all the 

children, with party food and games, face painting, and balloons and 

presents for the children to take home.   

 

Finally I would like to say a huge thank you to all those parents who 

have helped raise funds, provide cakes, do face painting and generally 

support the Pre -school by helping in class.  We greatly appreciate all 

your help and support.  

 

 



         A    W A R M   W E L C O M E 

A T  T H E  R E D  L I O N 

 Woolmer Green      Tel: - 01438 813236 
New Non-Smoking Conservatory Restaurant 

 
Eat as much as you like 

Carvery every Sunday and Wednesday lunchtime 
 

         Wild Food Night every 4th Wednesday, cooked by 
             The Country Bumpkin.    Bookings Only  

 
Other specials Mon ï Sat. 

Two eat for £6,  12 to 2.30pm 
Evening Food Served Thurs-Fri-Sat 6-9 

Booking only Mon-Tues-Wed 6-9 
 

Large beer garden and childrenôs play area 
 

A family run pub with a very warm welcome to everyone 
From Libby and Steve 

Woolmer Green Village News . 

 
 
Editorial Panel: - 
      Judith Watson:-  01438 813897  
           e-mail:- watson.winfield@btopenworld.com   
      Mike Cater:- For Advertising   01438 816723  
           e-mail:  Mikecater143@msn.com 
      Ken Sisseman. 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers who help in the production  
and distribution of this newsletter. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 



Your Parish Councillors 
   
 

Michael Burge 07757665360 

 

Howard Bryant  01438813819 

 e-mail  howard.bryant@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

Nick Collingridge  01438812802 

e-mail  nick.collingridge@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

Steve Day  01438812539 

e-mail   stephen.day@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

Andy Gribble  01438816895 

e-mail   andrew.gribble@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

Judith Watson  01438813897   

e-mail    judith.watson@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

 

Alan Edmonds, Parish Clerk 01438 815011 

e-mail   Clerk@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

Janet Pearce, Bookings Clerk: 08707776132 

e-mail   bookings@woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

 

POLICE 
 

Contact the police quickly and easily: ring 0845 3300222. 

 

Any pensioner wanting to contact the police should always ring 999. 



Rupert Brooke 

A Springtime Walk in Cambridgeshire  

There is a pleasant riverside walk from Cambridge to the village of Grantches-
ter. The land is flat, so there are lovely views.   Local farmers often put their 
cows on the grassy meadows through which you walk. 

Once you have found the path you can't get lost, because you simply need to 
follow the path along the river until you reach Grantchester (the walk, which is 
about 1 mile or 1.6 km, will take about 1 hour). In summer you may see stu-
dents punting on the river. 

Once you are in Grantchester, you can relax in one of the local pubs or take tea 
in the gardens (or inside) at The Orchard (a tradition followed by many students 
and travellers since 1897). A famous English poet called Rupert Brooke lived in 
Grantchester, and it inspired some of his best-known poems. There is a free 
Rupert Brooke museum next to the car park at The Or-
chard. 
 
Brooke's poem "The Old Vicarage, Grantchester" ends with 
the words:  
 

"Stands the Church clock at ten to three? 

And is there still honey for tea?" 

He was referring to the church of St Andrew & St Mary, which is a short walk 

away in the centre of the village. 

When the First World War broke out, Brooke wrote a short poem called The 

Soldier, which starts with the lines: 

"If I should die, think only this of me: 

That there's some corner of a foreign field 

That is forever Eng- land ..." 

Brooke died shortly after he wrote this poem: he 

became ill while he was being sent by ship to 

fight in 

 

 
The church clock in Grantchester, still set at ten to three. 



 

Parking Restrictions for Woolmer Green 

 
Two of your Parish Councillors had a meeting recently with Mike 
Beckham of Welwyn Hatfield Council regarding parking restrictions in 
the village. They were totally amazed to learn that it had been possible 
to have restrictions here since 2005 and no-one had thought to notify 
us. 
 
Not that that such things can happen immediately ï donôt be silly! 
There is a óprocedureô which must be followed and the first thing to do 
is to get the Woolmer Green locations on the list of the places to be 
considered. The end of March is the cut-off date for this. Each location 
then has to be investigated and the chosen few will be put on another 
list in September. Then, if any of our locations is chosen it will go on 
the óactionsô list in September but nothing will actually happen until 
March 2009! 
 
HOWEVER, there is something that you can doé.. please contact your 
two Borough Councillors and get them to lobby for restrictions here. 
Your Councillors are Julie Cragg and Steve Markiewicz: 
 
Julie Cragg: 01438 714752 - julie.cragg@welhat.gov.uk  
Steve Markiewicz: 01438 717377 - steven.markiewicz@welhat.gov.uk 
 
Good luck!  

The Church 

 

St. Michaelôs Church was thrilled to see so many people attend-
ing the services over Christmas ï a truly magical time for us all, 
but especially for the children.  
 

We are delighted to have had the £140 from the Carols round 
the Pond for our churchyard fund ï many thanks to all con-
cerned, and then to have had a ófull houseô for the Quiz Night at 
the hall last Saturday when around £500 was raised for the 
churchyard. We havenôt had time to finalise the accounts but 
they will be posted in due course.  
 

Sue and Tony Keach 
 



 W O O L  M E R   G R E E N    P A R I S H   C O U N C I L 

 
HIRE OUR: 

 

HALL:  Seats around 180 people 

 
CONFERENCE ROOM 1:    approx. 50 people 
 
CONFERENCE ROOM 2 :   approx. 20 people 
 

Enquire about the bar, the public address system and  

the disco equipment 

 

Modern kitchenðPlenty of parking 

Tel: 08707776132 

     REMEMBER !!  

 

     FARMERSô  MARKET 

  

      THE VILLAGE HALL  

 

              4TH SUNDAY 

 

 OF EVERY MONTH  

 

USE IT OR LOSE IT!!  
 



The Hall 

Thanks to a grant and to the expertise of Cllr. Collingridge the  
committee room at the hall is now equipped with wireless  
Broadband and all the add-ons necessary for good communications. 
Within the next year, it is hoped to add a projector to this so that info 
from the web can be viewed by all. A few more bits are needed to 
extend this facility into the main hall ï perhaps that will be possible 
this year too. 
 
The standard rates for hiring the hall are now as follows: 
 

The Hall 

Thanks to a grant and to the expertise of Cllr. Collingridge the  
committee room at the hall is now equipped with wireless  
Broadband and all the add-ons necessary for good communications. 
Within the next year, it is hoped to add a projector to this so that info 
from the web can be viewed by all. A few more bits are needed to 
extend this facility into the main hall ï perhaps that will be possible 
this year too. 
 
The standard rates for hiring the hall are now as follows: 
 

Health Care in this part of Hertfordshire  

 

The key decisions taken recently were to:  

 

¶ Centralise emergency and acute hospital services for east and north 

Hertfordshire and the Lister hospital. 

 

¶ Develop a local general hospital in Welwyn Garden City to provide  

ü Adult and childrenôs outpatients 

ü Diagnostic tests and investigations including pathology access, 

Xray, MRI and ultrasound 

ü Pharmacy 

ü Ante natal and post natal care 

ü Urgent care 

 

¶ Develop an urgent care centre at the Lister and in Welwyn Garden 

City. 

 

¶ The Lister was seen to have more potential for site expansion than 

the QEII and also to be more accessible.  

 

¶ Transport aDnd access to care was seen to be very important and 

the following will be addressed: 

ü The need to replicate and extend successful initiatives such 

as call centres and travel shuttles 

ü The importance of effective communication and targeted 

information 

ü The importance of an overarching coherent strategy and 

greater coordination 

ü Sustainable transport projects 

ü Improvements to car parking at hospital 

 

All changes should be in place by the end of 2010. If you require more in-

formation go to www.enherts-pct.nhs.uk/consultation. 

 

If you want to get involved go to getinvolved@herts-pcts.nhs.uk 

 



Report from the last two Council meetings  

 
Weôve had an interesting two Council Meetings: in December 
three members from St. Michaelôs school attended the first part 
of the meeting when there was a presentation from the people 
applying for planning permission for a care home on the Petit 
Forestier site and in January the Council welcomed the 
Chairman of Knebworth Parish Council, Peter Lowe of Chas. 
Lowe and Sons and Hon. Henry Lytton Cobbold of Knebworth 
House to talk about a possible plan to relocate Chas Lowes to 
Woolmer Green. It was lovely having the St. Michaelôs children 
at the meeting ï they came, armed with notebooks and pencils 
and took copious notes of what they had heard ready to report 
back to the school. The Chairman attended the schoolôs 

Christmas bazaar which she presented Pipa Jackson with her 
first prize for a Christmas Card design, the runner-up being 
Georgina Holgate-Stukey. 
 
It is good to see the frontage of the Red Lion tidied up. The ugly 
bollards have now gone and the Council is waiting for the 
landlords to decide what they are going to do with their frontage. 
Theyôve had to move their smoking shelter away from the door 
because it was letting smoke blow into the pub. 
 
The Carols round the pond was most successful again ï itôs so 
lovely the way people just keep turning up. The collection raised 
£140 much-needed funding for the churchyard. Thank you to all 
concerned. especially to the three village pubs who gave wine 
for the mulled wine.  
 
Jack Webber has done us all proud. Not only has he repaired 
the two old benches but, in December, he took the seats at the 
pond to pieces and renovated those as well. Many, many 
thanks, Jack ï I hope you now can spend many happy hours 
sitting on them with the rest of us. And thatôs not all: Chris Tyler 
has offered to install the ones on the footpaths and these 
should be done in a few days ï againé many thanks, Chris. 



And now to planning which has taken up a lot of the Councilôs time 
recently. Now that we have taken possession of all out new IT 
material, thanks to a grant, we can project all plans so that 
everyone has a good view of proposals. In December, most of the 
time was taken up with the projected Care Home. We have asked 
for this to come before next monthôs Planning Committee at 
Welwyn Hatfield and intend to speak in support of it. Cawdorôs 
stone factory have put in a planning application to annex the piece 
of land to the rear of the proposed new Care Home to store stone 
and to provide a turning circle for lorries: the Council was not in 
favour of this. We believe that Monread Lodge is appealing against 
Welwyn Hatfieldôs decision not to allow them to build a 60-bed 
extension. And thené.. Chas Loweé.. So much here depends on 
things there, etc. etc. that the Council decided to bide their time and 
see what transpired.  
 
If you want to hire the hall for next New Yearôs Eve you must have 
your application in by the next Council meeting when the hirer will 
be decided. 
 
The current rates for the hire of rooms at the hall are as follows: 

 SATURDAY SUNDAY WEEKDAYS 

HALL 
 

£20 per hour £17 per hour £14 per hour 

CONFERENCE 
ROOM 1 
 

£12 per hour £9 per hour £9 per hour 

CONFERENCE 
ROOM 2 

£5 per hour 
 

£5 per hour £5 per hour 

CHILDRENôS 
PARTIES 

£20 per hour 
 

£15 per hour £14 per hour 

ALL ROOMS  
ALL DAY 

£440 
 

£290  

Bar and disco facilities are available. Commercial bookings by negotiation. 
Telephone 0870 777 6132 for bookings and enquiries. 



Digital Dictation Systems 
 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÁÖÅ it until 
you really really 
need one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Come to LADigital 
Visit our web site or give us a call  to find which recorder 

suits you best. 
LADigital are your local Philips and Olympus professional 

dealers 



 

The Pond  

 
This is a bit historical!é. 
 
When the people in the village were collecting money to have the 
pond dredged quite a number of years ago, a fund was set up with a 
Bank Account so that there was somewhere to deposit the money. 
There is just over £500 in this account at present and this is how 
much Countryside Management are requesting from us for having the 
trees coppiced and the banks made good.  
 
The majority of people who were on the original óPond Committeeô 
have moved away, or died, and it would seem sensible to me to 
transfer the remaining funds to the Parish Council, which wasnôt in 
existence at that time. 
 
If you have any objections to this happening and to the Fund being 
closed, please could you contact me on 01438 813 897. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Judith Watson 
 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers  needed to help deliver Woolmer Green 

Village News in Carvers Croft .Can you spare around 

half an hour six times a year for 

months ending. March, May,  July and 

September 2008 

 

Please contact Mia on 01438 816723 



 

Do you have a celebration, Birthday party or Anniversary  

but no spare room to house guests? 

 

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast can take special care of your family and 

friends.  

 

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Datchworth 

 

For more details please call, e-mail or  

visit our websiteé 

 

 

 

Tel/Fax: 01438 813369 

e-mail: - mail@hawkinsgrangefarm.com 

web: www.hawkinsgrangefarm.com 
 

Peaceful, non-smoking, Bed & Breakfast accommodation amidst the rolling Hertford-

shire countryside 

Peter  Sorrell 
Plumbing & Heating Ltd 

 
CORGI & IOP Registered 

All Plumbing  & Heating Repairs, 
Servicing & installation work 

undertaken. 
For a prompt, reliable and friendly  

service. 
Please telephone 

 
01438 814558 
07939 039136 



WOOLMER GREEN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH MEETING,  

25TH FEBRUARY 

 

You are invited to attend the 2008 Neighbourhood Watch meeting on 
Monday 25th February at 7:30pm in the Committee Room at the Village 
Hall. All coordinators are invited, plus anyone else that wishes to 
volunteer as a new coordinator or with an issue they wish to discuss. 

Please book your seat by emailing woolmergreen@gmail.com or call 
Gary Fenton on 816329. 

 

The agenda is as follows: 

¶ Find volunteers to become coordinators of roads that are not 
currently covered by NHW. If your road is listed below please 
consider attending! 
 
Birch Road, Bridge Street, Broadfield Road, Carvers Croft (1-
25 and 76-100 only), Evergreen Close, Garden Road, 
Mayshades Close, Oak Road, Wolves Croft, Wolves Mere ( 28-
39 only). 

¶ Demonstrate ñOWLò to show how coordinators can manage their 
watch online and how members can securely edit their own contact 
details. A video projector will be used so everyone can see the live 
demo. 

¶ Show how coordinators who don't have Internet access can still 
receive support from and contribute to NHW. 

¶ Any other issues that members would like to discuss. 

 

Could you volunteer to help make tea please? Tea will be free this 

year!  

To receive local crime alerts from the police and NHW by email, please 
email your name, address, and other contact details to Gary (Area 

Coordinator) at woolmergreen@gmail.com  

 



PRESS RELEASE 
28 January 2008 

The Hertfordshire Society 

 

             31a Church Street 
                                        Welwyn  
                           Herts AL6  9LW  
                         Tel :01438 717587 
                     Fax :01438714984 
   Email office@cpreherts.org.uk 
Website :www.cpreherts.org.uk  
                       Reg. Ch No 211299 

HERTFORDSHIRE VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2008: COULD IT 
BE YOURS? 
 

The search is on for the Hertfordshire Village of the Year 2008. Sponsored by Calor, 

in association with Hertfordshire County Council and the Hertfordshire Mercury, the 

competition celebrates and encourages village life. Itôs organised in Hertfordshire by 

CPRE ï The Hertfordshire Society. 

For 2008, the competition has been streamlined to make it simpler for villages to 

enter. Just four categories are now judged: Environment, Business, People and 

Communications. Each of them carries a plaque and a cash prize. The overall 

winning village will go forward to the Calor England Village of the Year 

competition, with the prospect of winning big cash prizes.  

Entrants to the competition frequently make comments like óIt has brought the 

village together and helped us move forwardô and óWe never knew there was so 

much going on in our villageô. Recent Hertfordshire Village of the Year winners 

have included Hertford Heath, Ickleford, Potten End, Hunsdon Flamstead and 

Redbourn and many of our winners have gone on to win Regional Category prizes of 

£500. 

The deadline for entries is Thursday May 1 and all entering villages will be visited 

during June. Results will be announced in the County Suite, County Hall on June 26 

and presentations of the Hertfordshire Village of the Year East and West trophies 

made in the winning villages on Saturday July 19. 

Hertfordshire Village of the Year 2008. It could be yours. For further details contact 

Village of the Year Administrator Jo Simson, CPRE ï The Hertfordshire Society, 

tel. 01438 717587, email jo@cpreherts.org.uk. 



 

 

Letôs take steps together  

At Fairlands Valley Park 

Stevenage 

Sunday 11 May 2008  
 
Enjoy a fun family walk through beautiful  

parkland situated within the heart of  

Stevenage and help improve the lives of  

people affected by cancer. 

 

Visit www.macmillan.org.uk/walkwonders 

or call 0845 673 0714 

 


